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design example for secant pile wall is an essential process in geotechnical and civil engineering
projects, especially when constructing deep excavations, retaining structures, or underground
facilities. Secant pile walls are widely appreciated for their strength, flexibility, and minimal
environmental impact. This article provides a comprehensive design example for a secant pile wall,
illustrating the steps, calculations, and considerations involved in developing an effective and safe
retaining structure.

Introduction to Secant Pile Walls

Secant pile walls consist of overlapping reinforced concrete piles arranged in a closely spaced
pattern, typically in a grid. The primary purpose of this structure is to retain soil and groundwater,
provide stability to excavations, and serve as a permanent or temporary retaining mechanism.

Key Features of Secant Pile Walls

- Composed of primary and secondary piles arranged alternately.

- Overlapping piles create a continuous, impermeable barrier.

- Suitable for urban areas due to minimal vibration during construction.
- Can be designed as permanent or temporary structures.

Basic Design Parameters

Before delving into the detailed design example, it is crucial to understand the fundamental
parameters that influence the design of a secant pile wall:

- Site conditions: Soil type, groundwater level, and existing loads.

- Wall geometry: Depth, thickness, and layout.

- Loading conditions: Soil pressure, surcharge loads, seismic considerations.
- Material properties: Concrete strength, reinforcement specifications.

- Construction constraints: Space limitations, construction sequence.

Step-by-Step Design Example
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This section walks through an example of designing a secant pile wall for a hypothetical project
involving a deep excavation in a clayey soil profile.

- Site and Geotechnical Data
Suppose the project site has the following characteristics:
- Soll profile:
- Surficial clay: 0?5 m
- Firm clay: 5?15 m
- Dense gravelly sand (bedrock): below 15 m
- Groundwater level: at 2 m below ground surface
- Design depth of excavation: 12 m
- Surcharge load: 10 kPa (e.g., existing structures)
- Selection of Pile Layout and Dimensions
Based on the site conditions, the initial assumptions are:
- Pile diameter: 600 mm (common for such applications)
- Center-to-center spacing: 1.0 m (to ensure overlapping)
- Number of piles: Determined by the length and spacing; for a 20 m long wall, approximately 20
piles are needed.
- Structural Design of Piles
a. Axial Capacity Calculation
The axial capacity of a pile depends on the soil-pile interface and the concrete strength.
- Concrete strength (f_c): 40 MPa
- Reinforcement ratio: Standard for secant piles, around 1%

- Ultimate bearing capacity: Calculated using empirical formulas or geotechnical data.

Suppose the ultimate axial capacity per pile is estimated at 2000 kN.
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b. Reinforcement Details
Reinforcement cages are designed to withstand bending moments and shear forces during
construction and service life.
- Structural Stability Analysis
a. Slope Stability and Overturning
Calculate the moments and forces acting on the wall, considering:
- Lateral earth pressure
- Hydrostatic pressure of groundwater

- Surcharge loads

Using Rankine?s or Coulomb?s earth pressure theory, the active and passive earth pressures at
different depths are computed.

b. Lateral Earth Pressure Calculations
Approximate the lateral earth pressure using Rankine?s theory:
\[

\sigma_h = K_a \times \sigma_v

\

where:
- \(K_a\) = active earth pressure coefficient, depending on the soil friction angle
- \(\sigma_V\) = vertical effective stress

Assuming:

- Friction angle (\(\phi\)) = 30°
- Poisson?s ratio and other parameters are incorporated into calculations.
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- Structural Design of the Wall
Design the reinforcement layout ensuring:
- Adequate bending and shear capacity
- Crack control
- Connection details
The wall can be designed as a cantilever or anchored, depending on the excavation depth and
lateral loads.
- Water Tightness and Sealing
To ensure groundwater control:
- Overlap of piles must be sufficient (minimum 50 mm)
- Use of waterproof concrete or sealants
- Consideration of drainage provisions
- Construction Sequence
A typical construction process:
- Drilling primary piles to the designed depth.
- Reinforcement cage installation in primary piles.
- Concrete pouring to form the primary wall.
- Drilling secondary piles in between primary piles, overlapping with primary.
- Reinforcement and concreting of secondary piles.
- Excavation behind the completed secant wall, with dewatering as needed.
- Monitoring and adjustments during construction.

Design Calculations Summary

| Parameter | Value |
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| Pile diameter | 600 mm |

| Spacing | 1.0 m |

| Number of piles | 20 |

| Excavation depth | 12 m |

| Groundwater level | 2 m below ground surface |
| Soil type | Clay and gravelly sand |

| Soil shear angle | 30° |

| Concrete strength | 40 MPa |

| Estimated pile capacity | 2000 kN per pile |
The lateral earth pressure at the base:

\[

\sigma_h = K_a \times \sigma_v

\

with

\[

K_a =\tan"2(45° - \phi/2) \approx 0.33

\

and

\[

\sigma_v = \gamma \times z

\

Vol. 2025, Issue 5
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where \(\gamma\) = unit weight (~18 kN/m? for clay).
At 12 m depth:

\[

\sigma_v = 18 \times 12 = 216\, \text{kPa}

\

Thus,

\[

\sigma_h = 0.33 \times 216 \approx 71\, \text{kPa}

\

The total lateral force acting on the wall per unit length:
\[

P =\frac{1}2} \times \sigma_h \times H = 0.5 \times 71 \times 12 \approx 426\, \text{kPa}
\

This force is distributed among the piles, and the reinforcement must be designed to resist these
lateral loads.

Considerations for Effective Design

- Overlapping Piles: Ensuring sufficient overlap for waterproofing and structural integrity.

- Reinforcement Detailing: Proper anchorage and spacing to prevent cracking.

- Groundwater Control: Implementing dewatering and waterproofing measures.

- Construction Methodology: Choosing appropriate drilling and concreting techniques to minimize
disturbance.

- Monitoring: Installing sensors during construction to observe movements and pressures.

Conclusion
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Designing a secant pile wall requires a systematic approach that integrates geotechnical data,
structural calculations, and construction practices. The example provided demonstrates the typical
steps involved?from understanding site conditions and selecting pile dimensions to analyzing earth
pressures and detailing reinforcement. A well-designed secant pile wall ensures the safety and
stability of deep excavations, minimizes environmental impact, and provides a durable barrier
suitable for various construction needs.

By following these principles and calculations, engineers can develop effective secant pile wall
designs tailored to specific project requirements, ensuring both safety and longevity in challenging
geotechnical environments.

Design example for secant pile wall: A comprehensive guide to modern retaining wall engineering

In the realm of geotechnical engineering, retaining walls play a pivotal role in controlling earth
pressures and stabilizing slopes. Among the various types, the secant pile wall has gained
prominence due to its robustness, adaptability, and minimal environmental footprint. This article
delves into a detailed design example for a secant pile wall, illustrating the step-by-step process
engineers undertake?from site investigation to final detailing?to ensure stability, safety, and
cost-effectiveness. Whether you're a seasoned geotechnical engineer or a student seeking practical
insights, this comprehensive guide aims to clarify the intricacies involved in designing a secant pile
wall.

Understanding the Secant Pile Wall: An Overview
Before exploring the design process, it?s essential to understand what a secant pile wall entails.
What Is a Secant Pile Wall?

A secant pile wall is a type of underground retaining structure constructed by overlapping reinforced
concrete piles. Unlike contiguous bored piles that are placed side-by-side with minimal gaps, secant
piles are arranged with overlapping sections, creating a continuous barrier. This overlapping forms a
strong, monolithic structure capable of resisting lateral earth and water pressures.

Applications and Advantages

- Applications:

- Retaining walls for deep excavations

- Ground stabilization in urban environments
- Waterfront quay walls

- Underground structures and basements
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- Advantages:

- High structural integrity due to overlapping piles
- Reduced seepage through joints

- Suitable for complex and urban sites

- Can be constructed with minimal vibration

Site Investigation and Data Collection

A robust design begins with thorough site investigation. For our example, consider a hypothetical
urban construction site requiring a secant pile wall to facilitate a deep excavation of a 10-meter
depth.

Geotechnical Data

- Soil Profile:

- Topsoil: 1 m

- Silty Clay: 4 m

- Sandy Gravel: 5m

- Bedrock: Not encountered

- Soil Properties:
- Silty Clay: Cohesion (c) = 15 kPa, Friction angle (?) = 20°, unit weight (?) = 18 KN/m3
- Sandy Gravel: ? = 20 KN/m3
Water Conditions
- Groundwater table located at 2 meters below ground level
- Potential for seepage and water pressure exerted on the wall
Load Conditions
- Earth pressures based on the solil properties
- Hydrostatic pressure due to groundwater

- Live and dead loads from nearby structures

Structural and Geotechnical Design Principles
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Designing a secant pile wall involves multiple considerations:

- Structural stability: Overturning, sliding, and bearing capacity

- Geotechnical stability: Earth and water pressures

- Construction constraints: Pile spacing, overlap, and reinforcement
- Durability: Corrosion protection and waterproofing

Step-by-Step Design Example
Step 1: Determining the Wall Geometry and Pile Arrangement
Pile Diameter and Spacing:
- Typical pile diameter: 600 mm to 900 mm
- Spacing: Usually 1.5 to 2 times the diameter for overlapping piles
- For this example:
- Diameter (D): 800 mm (0.8 m)
- Center-to-center spacing: 1.2 m (including overlaps)
Number of Piles:
- Total length of wall: 10 m (depth of excavation)
- Number of piles:
- Based on wall length; assume a wall length of 20 m
- Pile count: Approximately 17 piles (spacing 1.2 m)
Step 2: Preliminary Structural Design of Piles
Reinforcement and Concrete:
- Reinforced concrete piles with:
- Longitudinal reinforcement: 16 mm bars
- Spiral reinforcement to confine the concrete

- Concrete strength: C30 (compressive strength of 30 MPa)

Overlapping Sections:
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- Piles are constructed with a minimum overlap of 300 mm to ensure monolithic behavior
- Overlap length: 0.3 m, which is critical for load transfer and stability

Step 3: Earth and Water Pressure Calculations

Using Rankine?s or Coulomb?s theory, calculate lateral earth pressure:

- Active earth pressure (Ka):
\( Ka = \tan”2 (45° - \frac{\phi}{2}) \)
For ? = 20°,

\( Ka \approx 0.33)

- Hydrostatic pressure:
\( p_{water} =\gamma_{water} \times h\)
Assuming saturated soil and water at 2 m,

\( p_{water} = 9.81 \text{ kKN/m}*3 \times 2 \text{ m} \approx 19.6 \text{ kPa}\)

- Total lateral pressure at depth h:
\( p_{total} = (Ka \times \gamma_{soil} \times h) + p_{water}\)
At the base (h=10 m):
\( p_{soil} = 0.33 \times 18 \times 10 = 59.4 \text{ kPa} \)
\( p_{water} = 19.6 \text{ kPa} \)
Total pressure at base:
\( p_{total} =59.4 + 19.6 = 79 \text{ kPa} \)

The pressure varies linearly with depth.
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Step 4: Structural Stability Checks

Overturning Moment:

- Calculate the resultant lateral force (area under pressure diagram):

\( P = \frac{1}{2} \times p_{average} \times height \)

- Approximate \( p_{average}\):
\( p_{average} = \frac{p_{top} + p_{bottom}}{2} \)
\( p_{top} \): negligible, as pressure at surface is near zero
\( p_{bottom}\): 79 kPa
Average pressure: approximately 40 kPa
Total force:
\( P = 40 \text{ kPa} \times 20 \text{ m} \times 10 \text{ m} = 8,000 \text{ kN} \)
Moment about the base:
\( M = P \times \frac{height}{3} = 8,000 \times \frac{10}{3} \approx 26,667 \text{ KNm} \)

Resisting Moment:

Vol. 2025, Issue 5

- Due to the weight of the wall and piles (assumed concrete density ?_c = 24 kN/m3):

Cross-sectional area of piles per meter length:
\( A_{pile} = \pi \times (0.4)*2 \approx 0.5 \text{ m}*2\)
Total weight per meter:

\( W = 0.5 \times 24 = 12 \text{kN} )
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Resisting moment:

\( M_{resist} = W \times \frac{L}{2} \)

- For 17 piles over 20 m:
Total weight:
\( 12 \text{kN} \times 20 \text{ m} \times 17 \approx 4,080 \text{kN}\)
Assuming the centroid at mid-height:
Resisting moment:
\( 4,080 \times 10 = 40,800 \text{kNm}\)
This exceeds the overturning moment, indicating stability.

Step 5: Checking Sliding and Bearing Capacity

- Sliding resistance:
Assuming a friction coefficient ? = 0.6:

\( R_s = \text{Normal force} \times ?\)

- Bearing capacity:

Vol. 2025, Issue 5

Ensure that the pile footings are designed to withstand the vertical loads without punching or shear

failure.

Construction Considerations

Designing a secant pile wall is only part of the process; construction methodology impacts the final

performance.

Construction Sequence:
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- Boring and reinforcement placement:

- Sequential boring of each pile with reinforcement cages inserted

- Pouring concrete:

- Continuous pouring to ensure overlapping and monolithic behavior

- Overlap management:

- Ensuring minimum 0.3 m overlap for structural integrity

- Waterproofing:

- Applying waterproof membranes or coatings to prevent seepage

- Curing and quality control:

- Adequate curing to achieve desired strength

- Non-destructive testing (e.g., core sampling) to verify construction quality

Quiality Assurance:

- Monitoring pile dimensions
- Checking reinforcement placement
- Conducting load tests on selected piles

Final Design Verification and Documentation

After completing the calculations and construction, finalize the design documentation:
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- Structural drawings: detailing pile dimensions, reinforcement, overlaps

- Specifications: concrete grades, reinforcement types, waterproofing

- Calculation reports: including earth pressure calculations, stability checks

- Construction notes: sequence, safety measures, quality control procedures

Conclusion

The design example for a secant pile wall illustrates a methodical approach that combines
geotechnical understanding with structural engineering principles. From initial site investigations and
soil characterization to detailed calculations and construction planning, each step is crucial to ensure
the wall performs its intended function safely and durably. Modern engineering practices emphasize
meticulous design, rigorous stability checks,

QuestionAnswer What are key considerations when designing a secant pile wall as a retaining
structure? Key considerations include soil conditions, groundwater levels, load requirements, pile
spacing and diameter, reinforcement details, construction sequence, and stability against
overturning, sliding, and bearing capacity failure. How do you determine the appropriate pile spacing
in a secant pile wall design? Pile spacing is typically determined based on the desired wall stiffness,
wall stability, and load transfer. Common practice involves spacing between 1.5 to 3 times the pile
diameter, ensuring sufficient overlap for structural integrity and limiting deflections. What are
common reinforcement details in secant pile wall designs? Reinforcement typically includes
longitudinal bars within each pile, overlapping reinforcement between adjacent piles to ensure
monolithic behavior, and sometimes tie-bars or cross ties to enhance stability and reduce
deformation. The reinforcement is designed based on load requirements and soil conditions. How
does solil type influence the design example of a secant pile wall? Soil type impacts pile diameter,
spacing, reinforcement, and construction method. For example, stiff clays may require less
reinforcement, while sandy or loose soils may necessitate larger piles, increased overlap, and
specialized reinforcement details to ensure stability and minimize settlement. Can you provide a
basic example of a secant pile wall design calculation? A simplified example involves selecting pile
diameter (e.g., 600mm), determining pile spacing (e.g., 900mm), calculating the overlap (e.qg.,
200mm), and verifying stability against sliding and overturning using soil parameters and load
considerations. Reinforcement is then designed to withstand axial and lateral forces, ensuring the
wall's structural safety.

Related keywords: secant pile wall, retaining wall design, pile wall construction, secant pile wall

diagram, structural engineering, geotechnical design, retaining structure examples, secant pile wall
details, foundation wall design, underground wall construction

pile design foundation worked example
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pile design foundation worked example

Designing a pile foundation is a critical step in ensuring the stability and durability of structures,
especially when building on weak or variable soil conditions. A well-executed pile design not only
guarantees the safety of the structure but also optimizes material usage and construction costs. In
this comprehensive article, we will walk through a detailed pile design foundation worked example,
covering all essential aspects from site investigation to final design considerations. This guide is
ideal for civil engineers, geotechnical professionals, and students seeking a practical understanding
of pile foundation design.

Overview of Pile Foundation Design

A pile foundation is a type of deep foundation that transfers loads from a structure to deeper, more
competent soil layers or bedrock. It is typically used in scenarios where surface soils are wealk,
compressible, or unsuitable for supporting structural loads.

Key points in pile foundation design include:

- Assessing soil properties through geotechnical investigation
- Determining the type of pile suitable for the site conditions

- Calculating the load-carrying capacity of the pile

- Ensuring factors of safety are met

- Designing pile reinforcement and detailing

- Considering construction constraints and costs

Step-by-Step Worked Example of Pile Design

This example illustrates the design process for a single pile supporting a small commercial building.
The steps include site investigation, load calculation, pile capacity assessment, and final design
specification.

1. Site Investigation and Soil Data

Soil profile at the site:

| Soil Layer | Thickness (m) | Description | Unit Weight (kN/m?3) | Young's Modulus (MPa) | Undrained
Shear Strength (kPa) |



Design example for secant pile wall Complete Guide Vol. 2025, Issue 5

| Topsoil | 1.0 | Loose, organic | 18 | 10 | 50 |
| Clay Layer | 3.0 | Clay, stiff | 20 | 30 | 150 |
| Firm Sand | 10.0 | Well-graded sand | 22 | 50 | O (drained) |
| Bedrock | N/A | Hard rock | N/A | N/A | N/A |
Design parameters:
- Building load (dead + live): 500 kN
- Service factor: 1.2 (for safety)
- Total load (factored): 500 kN x 1.2 = 600 kN
2. Determining the Type of Pile
Based on the soil profile, a drilled displacement pile or concrete bored pile is suitable due to the
presence of stiff clay and sand layers. For this example, we select a reinforced concrete bored pile
with a diameter of 0.6 m.
3. Calculating the Required Pile Capacity
A. Axial Load Components:
- Ultimate skin friction (Qs): Resistance along the pile shaft
- End bearing capacity (Qp): Resistance at the pile tip
B. Estimating Skin Friction (Qs):
Using the Terzaghi?s or Lambe and Whitman formula for undrained shear strength:
\[
Q_s =\sum (g_{s,i} \times A _{s,i})
\

Where:
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-\( q_{s.i}\) = average skin friction in layer i
-\( A_{s,i}\) = lateral surface area in layer i

Assumptions:

- Skin friction in clay: \( g_{s} = 0.5 \times s_u)
Given \(s_u =150\, \text{kPa}\):
\[
g_{s} = 0.5 \times 150 = 75\, \text{kPa}

\

- For the sand layer, assume drained conditions and negligible skin friction for initial estimate.
Calculations:

- Pile length in clay: 3 m

- Pile length in sand: 10 m
Surface area in clay:
\[

A _s =\pi\times D \times L_{clay} = \pi \times 0.6\, \text{m} \times 3\, \text{m} \approx 5.65\,
\text{m}"2

\

Skin friction in clay:

\[

Q _{s,clay} = g_s \times A_s = 75\, \text{kPa} \times 5.65\, \text{m}*2 \approx 423.75\, \text{kN}

\
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Total skin friction (approximate): 424 kN

C. End Bearing Capacity (Qp):

Assuming the pile tip is in the firm sand layer:
\[

Q_p =q_{u} \times A_{p}

\

Where:

-\( q_{u}\) = ultimate bearing capacity of sand = 3 x \( s_u\) (per code guidelines)
Given \( s_u = 0)) for drained sand, but for design, use a conservative estimate:
\[
g_{u} \approx 100\, \text{kPa}
\
\[
A_p = \frac{\pi{4} times D"2 = \frac{\pi}{4} \times 0.6"2 \approx 0.283\, \text{m}"2
\
\[
Q_p =100\, \text{kPa} \times 0.283\, \text{m}*2 \approx 28.3\, \text{kN}
\
Given the low end bearing estimate, the pile?s capacity primarily relies on skin friction in clay.

4. Determining Pile Length and Diameter
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To support the factored load of 600 kN, the pile's ultimate capacity should be at least 1.5 times the
load for safety:

\[
Q_{ult} \geq 1.5 \times 600\, \text{kN} = 900\, \text{kN}
\
Current capacity estimate:
- Skin friction: 424 kN
- End bearing: 28.3 kN
Total capacity: approximately 452 kN, which is below the required capacity. To increase capacity,

options include:

- Increasing pile length

- Increasing pile diameter

- Using a pile with better capacity in the weak layers
Adjusting pile parameters:
Suppose we increase the pile length in clay to 6 m:
\[
A _s =\pi \times 0.6 \times 6 \approx 11.31\, \text{m}*2
\
\[
Q_{s} = 75\, \text{kPa} \times 11.31\, \text{m}*2 \approx 849.75\, \text{kN}
\

Adding the end bearing:
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\[

Q_{total} \approx 849.75 + 28.3 \approx 878\, \text{kN}

\

Close to the 900 kN target, so a pile length of about 6.5 m would suffice.

Final design:

- Pile diameter: 0.6 m
- Pile length: 6.5 m
- Reinforced concrete pile with appropriate reinforcement detailing

Design Considerations and Best Practices

When designing pile foundations, consider the following:

- Solil variability: Conduct thorough geotechnical investigations.

- Load combinations: Include live, dead, wind, seismic loads.

- Pile type selection: Driven, bored, screw, or micropiles based on site conditions.
- Factor of safety (FoS): Typically between 2.0 and 3.0 for ultimate capacity.

- Settlement analysis: Ensure settlements are within acceptable limits.

- Construction constraints: Accessibility, equipment, and sequencing.

- Environmental factors: Impact on surrounding structures and ecosystems.

Conclusion

A robust pile foundation design requires a careful balance of soil properties, structural loads, and
construction considerations. This worked example demonstrates the step-by-step process from site
investigation to final pile specification, emphasizing the importance of accurate data, conservative
estimates, and adherence to engineering standards. By following these guidelines, engineers can
develop safe, efficient, and cost-effective pile foundations tailored to specific project needs.

Additional Resources for Pile Design

- Codes and Standards: Eurocode 7, ASTM D4945, BS 8110
- Software Tools: PLAXIS, Geo5 Pile Design, SKEMAP
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- Literature: "Foundation Design: Principles and Practices" by N. P. Maheshwari, "Pile
Foundations in Engineering Practice” by P. P. Kumar
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Pile Design Foundation Worked Example: An Expert Guide to Structural Stability and Safety

In the realm of civil and structural engineering, foundations serve as the critical base upon which
entire structures are built. Among various foundation types, pile foundations are indispensable when
dealing with deep, weak, or variable soil conditions. Proper design of pile foundations ensures the
stability, safety, and longevity of structures ranging from high-rise buildings to bridges and industrial
facilities. This article provides a comprehensive, step-by-step worked example of pile design,
emphasizing the importance of each phase and the engineering principles involved.

Understanding Pile Foundations: An Overview

Before diving into the detailed worked example, it's essential to grasp the fundamental concepts of
pile foundations.

What Are Pile Foundations?
Pile foundations are deep foundations that transfer structural loads through weak or compressible
soils to more competent strata deep below the surface. They are typically long, slender columns

made of concrete, steel, or timber, driven or drilled into the ground.

Types of Piles
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- Driven Piles: Precast concrete, steel, or timber piles driven into the ground using hammers.
- Bored (Drilled) Piles: Large-diameter concrete piles cast in situ after drilling.
- Combination Piles: Use of both driven and bored techniques.
Design Considerations for Piles
- Soil properties (density, strength, type)
- Load characteristics (dead, live, dynamic)

- Structural requirements (axial load, lateral load)
- Environmental factors (water table, corrosion potential)

Step 1: Site Investigation and Soil Testing

The first step in designing a pile foundation involves acquiring accurate geotechnical data through
site investigation.

Soil Sampling and Testing
- Standard Penetration Test (SPT): Provides N-values indicating soil strength.
- Laboratory Tests: Determine parameters like Cohesion (c), Friction Angle (?), and
Unconsolidated Shear Strength.
- Cone Penetration Test (CPT): Offers continuous profiling of soil stratification.
Typical Soil Profile (Hypothetical Data)
| Layer | Depth (m) | Soil Type | Properties |
R oo oo
| 1]10?3] Silty Sand | N =15, ? = 30°, ¢ =0 kPa |
|2]3?8|Clay|c=50kPa,?=0°,N=5|
| 3|8720 | Dense Sand | N =35, ? =33° ¢ =0kPa |
| 4 | 20+ | Rock (if encountered) | Bedrock or very stiff soil |

Note: The actual soil data guides the selection of pile type, length, and diameter.
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Step 2: Load Estimation and Structural Analysis
Accurate load estimation is vital for designing appropriate pile capacities.
Types of Loads

- Dead Loads: The weight of the structure itself.

- Live Loads: Variable loads like occupancy or equipment.

- Environmental Loads: Wind, seismic, or water pressure.
Example Structural Load (Hypothetical Data)
| Load Type | Magnitude (kN) |
e R |
| Dead Load (DL) | 1500 |
| Live Load (LL) | 800 |

| Wind Load (WL) | 600 |

| Total Axial Load (P) | 2900 kN (approximate sum) |

Design must consider factors of safety and load combinations per relevant codes.

Step 3: Determining the Required Pile Capacity
The total load must be safely transferred through the pile to the soil.
Calculating Ultimate Bearing Capacity
The ultimate capacity (qu) of a pile is derived from soil-pile interaction:
- End Bearing (Qp): Resistance at the pile tip.
- Skin Friction (Qs): Resistance along the pile shaft.

The total pile capacity (Q) is:

Vol. 2025, Issue 5
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\[Q =Qp + Qs|]
Methodologies include:
- Static load test data
- Empirical formulas (e.g., Meyerhof, Hansen)
- Field and laboratory test results
Estimating Pile Capacity (Hypothetical Calculation)
Assuming:
- Pile diameter (D): 0.6 m
- Pile length (L): 20 m
- Soil shear parameters from tests:
- Fordense sand: ?=33°,¢=0
- For clay: c =50 kPa, ? = 0°
End Bearing Capacity (qu):
\[qu = Ng \times \sigma' _v\]
Where:
- \(Nqg\) = Bearing capacity factor (~25 for ?=33°)
- \(\sigma'_V\) = Effective overburden pressure at pile tip
At 20 m depth:

\\sigma'_v = \text{unit weight} \times \text{depth}\]

Assuming:

- \(\gamma\) (unit weight of dense sand) = 18 kN/m3

\[
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\sigma'_v = 18 \times 20 = 360\, \text{kPa}

\

\[

gu = 25 \times 360 = 9000\, \text{kPa}

\

End bearing resistance:

\[

Qp =qu \times A

\

\[

A =\frac{\pi}{4} \times D"2 = \frac{\pi}{4} \times 0.6"2 \approx 0.283\, \text{m}"2
\

\[

Qp = 9000 \times 0.283 \approx 2547\, \text{kN}
\

Skin friction (Qs):

Assuming an average unit skin friction \(f_s\):

\[

f s=0.5\times c + \sigma'_v \times \tan ?

\

For dense sand:
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\[

f s=0.5\times 0 + 360 \times \tan 33"\circ \approx 360 \times 0.649 \approx 233\, \text{kPa}
\

Surface area of the shaft:

\[

A_s =\pi \times D \times L = \pi \times 0.6 \times 20 \approx 37.7\, \text{m}"2

\

Skin friction capacity:

\[

Q_s =1 s\times A_s\approx 233 \times 37.7 \approx 8780\, \text{kN}

\

Total capacity:

\[

Q_{total} = Qp + Qs \approx 2547 + 8780 = 11327\, \text{kN}

\

Considering safety factors (say, 2.5), the permissible load per pile would be approximately:

\[

Q_{perm} = \frac{Q_{total}}{2.5} \approx 4530\, \text{kN}

\

Since the applied load is approximately 2900 kN, a single pile of this capacity suffices; in practice,
multiple piles are used for load sharing.
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Step 4: Selecting Pile Dimensions and Type

Based on capacity calculations, the next step involves choosing the pile type, diameter, length, and
material.

Pile Diameter and Length
- Diameter: 0.6 m (from capacity estimates)
- Length: 20 m (to reach competent strata)
Material Choice
- Reinforced concrete is common for its durability and strength.
- Steel piles may be used where higher capacity or specific installation conditions exist.
Design Summary
| Parameter | Specification |
oo oo
| Diameter | 0.6 m |
| Length | 20 m |
| Material | Reinforced concrete |
| Number of Piles | 3 (for load sharing) |
| Spacing | ? 3 times the diameter (~1.8 m) |
Step 5: Detailing the Pile Reinforcement and Structural Design
Designing the reinforcement details ensures the pile withstands axial loads and lateral stresses.

Reinforcement Design Considerations

- Longitudinal bars: Provide axial strength.



Design example for secant pile wall Complete Guide Vol. 2025, Issue 5

- Lateral ties: Maintain shape and resist buckling.
- Minimum reinforcement ratios: As per standards (e.g., 1% of cross-sectional area).

For a 0.6 m diameter pile:

- Longitudinal bars: 4-6 bars of 25-32 mm diameter.
- Ties: 8 mm or 10 mm diameter at specified spacing (e.g., every 300 mm).

Structural Checks

- Flexural strength: Ensure reinforcement can resist bending.
- Shear capacity: Verify ties and stirrups prevent shear failure.
- Crack control: Adequate cover and reinforcement ratios.

Step 6: Construction

QuestionAnswer What are the key steps involved in designing a
pile foundation for a structure? The key steps include site
investigation, determining load requirements, selecting appropriate
pile type, calculating pile capacity using geotechnical data, designing
pile dimensions and spacing, verifying settlement and stability, and
preparing detailed construction drawings. How do you perform a
worked example for pile capacity calculation? A worked example
involves identifying the load to be supported, assessing soil
properties, selecting the method for capacity calculation (e.g.,
ultimate bearing capacity or pile load test), applying relevant formulas
or charts, and verifying safety and serviceability criteria to determine
the required pile size and number. Which methods are commonly
used in pile design foundation worked examples? Common methods
include the static load test approach, the ultimate bearing capacity
method (e.g., Meyerhof or Terzaghi), the skin friction and end bearing
calculations, and the use of design charts or software for complex
cases. What parameters are essential in a pile worked example for
foundation design? Parameters include soil properties (unit weight,
cohesion, friction angle), pile type and dimensions, load
requirements, pile spacing, ultimate and allowable bearing capacities,
and settlement limits. How is settlement considered in pile foundation
worked examples? Settlement is evaluated by calculating elastic
compression, skin friction, and end bearing effects. The example
ensures that predicted settlements stay within permissible limits to
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prevent structural issues, often using empirical formulas or charts.
What are common challenges faced during pile foundation worked
examples? Challenges include accurate soil data interpretation,
selecting appropriate design methods, accounting for variability in
soil conditions, ensuring safety factors, and integrating construction
constraints into the design. How can software tools assist in pile
foundation worked examples? Software tools can automate complex
calculations, simulate soil-structure interactions, optimize pile
layouts, and verify design parameters efficiently, improving accuracy
and saving time. What safety factors are typically applied in pile
foundation design worked examples? Safety factors generally range
from 2.0 to 3.0 for ultimate capacity calculations, depending on the
code standards and soil conditions, ensuring the pile can support
loads safely under uncertainties. Why is it important to review and
validate pile foundation worked examples before construction?
Reviewing ensures that calculations are accurate, assumptions are
valid, safety margins are appropriate, and the design complies with
relevant standards, thereby reducing risks of failure and costly
modifications during construction.

Related keywords: pile design, foundation engineering, pile load calculation, pile capacity, driven
piles, drilled shafts, foundation analysis, geotechnical engineering, load testing, pile design example
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